International Journal of Scholarly Research in S

S Multidisciplinary Studies M“Mpﬁmfmg
\_/ % .

SCHOLARLY

RESEARCH AND REVIEWS

Journal homepage: https://srrjournals.com/ijsrms/
ISSN: 2961-3329 (Online)

SRR Publications

(REVIEW ARTICLE) W) Check for updates

Building advocacy coalitions and analyzing lobbyists' influence in shaping gun control
policies in a polarized United States

Tahir Kolawole Balogun 1, Ogechi Christine Kalu 2, Amina Catherine ljiga 3", Toyosi Motilola Olola 4+ and
Emmanuel Oluwasayomi Ahmadu 5

1 Department of Political Science, Villanova University, Villanova, Philadelphia, USA.

2 Department of Social Welfare, State University of New York at Buffalo, New York, USA.

3 Department of International Relations, Federal University of Lafia. Nasarawa State, Nigeria.

4 Department of Communications, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, USA.

> Department of Applied Sciences in Human Services, Cuyahoga Community College, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.

International Journal of Scholarly Research in Multidisciplinary Studies, 2024, 05(01), 088-102
Publication history: Received on 17 August 2024; revised on 25 September 2024; accepted on 28 September 2024

Article DOI: https://doi.org/10.56781/ijsrms.2024.5.1.0043

Abstract

Gun violence remains a persistent challenge in the United States, where deep political divides have stymied
comprehensive gun control reforms. This review examines the role of advocacy coalitions and lobbyists in shaping gun
control policies within this polarized landscape. By exploring how grassroots movements, interest groups, and political
lobbyists collaborate, we identify key strategies that have successfully advanced gun control initiatives. The analysis
draws on case studies of successful advocacy networks, focusing on their ability to influence legislative outcomes amidst
intense political opposition. Moreover, this paper evaluates the structural barriers posed by political polarization,
federalism, and interest group politics that hinder meaningful progress. The potential of coalition-building to bridge
ideological gaps, foster bipartisan support, and promote effective gun legislation is critically assessed. The review
concludes by offering policy recommendations for strengthening advocacy networks and crafting legislation that can
mitigate gun violence, while navigating the complexities of American political discourse. This work contributes to
political science by contextualizing gun control advocacy within the broader dynamics of U.S. governance, providing
insights into how advocacy efforts can transcend polarization to achieve significant policy shifts.

Keywords: Gun violence; Advocacy networks; Gun control initiatives; Bipartisan; Gun control advocacy and Lobbyists

1 Introduction

1.1 Background of Gun Violence in the U.S.

Gun violence continues to pose a significant public health challenge in the United States, where more than 36,000 people
die annually due to firearm-related incidents (Kalesan et al., 2016). The issue remains intricately tied to the country’s
complex and often conflicting gun legislation, which varies widely across states. Studies show that states with stricter
firearm regulations tend to have lower firearm mortality rates (Siegel et al., 2019). However, political opposition and
entrenched cultural norms around gun ownership hinder the implementation of federal-level reforms, perpetuating the
fragmented policy landscape. The pervasiveness of firearms in American society, coupled with these legislative
inconsistencies, exacerbates the difficulty of addressing the public health crisis caused by gun violence. Thus,
understanding the historical and sociopolitical context of this issue is crucial for developing effective advocacy
strategies and legislative solutions.
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1.2 Political Polarization and Gun Control Debate

The U.S. gun control debate is deeply influenced by the polarization of political ideologies, with significant divides
between conservative and liberal viewpoints. Conservatives tend to support the protection of Second Amendment
rights, often resisting federal regulations on firearms (Spitzer, 2020). In contrast, liberals advocate for stricter gun laws
to curb violence and enhance public safety. This political divide has created substantial roadblocks to meaningful gun
control reforms, as policymakers struggle to navigate conflicting interests as presented in Table 1 (Goss, 2010). The
polarization is further exacerbated by powerful interest groups, such as the National Rifle Association (NRA), which
mobilize conservative support and resist legislative changes. As a result, gun control legislation is often diluted or
blocked entirely, reinforcing the status quo. Understanding this political landscape is crucial to identifying pathways for

successful advocacy efforts and potential bipartisan compromise (Ijiga et al, 2024).

Table 1 Political Polarization and Gun Control Debate Summary

rights, while liberals advocate for
stricter gun laws

issue as a constitutional

debate.

Aspect Description Impact Strategies for Overcoming
Political Conservatives emphasize | Deepens opposition to gun | Emphasizing public safety over
Ideologies protection of Second Amendment | control measures, framing the | constitutional conflicts to

appeal to moderate lawmakers.

Key Political
Divide

Republican lawmakers tend to
oppose gun control, whereas
Democrats push for more
regulation.

Legislative gridlock occurs as
a result of divided political
ideologies on gun control

Identifying common ground,
such as universal background
checks, to foster bipartisan
support.

Role of | Groups like the NRA mobilize | Influences public opinion and | Gun control advocates should

Interest conservative support, influencing | legislative outcomes through | strengthen coalitions to

Groups the gun control debate through | extensive  lobbying  and | counteract the financial power
lobbying. advocacy efforts. of groups like the NRA

Impact on | Polarization creates gridlock, | Hinders meaningful | Advocacy groups can frame gun

Legislation preventing comprehensive gun | legislative progress, leaving | control as a public safety issue
control reforms at the federal | gun control laws fragmented | to bridge the ideological divide
level. across states.

1.3  Purpose and Scope of the Review

The purpose of this review is to critically analyze the role of advocacy coalitions and lobbyists in shaping gun control
policies within the politically polarized environment of the United States. Gun violence remains a pressing issue, and
despite public outcry for reform, significant legislative progress has been hampered by entrenched political divides.
This review seeks to explore the mechanisms through which advocacy groups, grassroots movements, and lobbyists
influence policy decisions in this highly contentious domain. The analysis will focus on case studies of successful and
unsuccessful advocacy networks, evaluating their ability to navigate political opposition and influence legislative
outcomes. Additionally, this review will examine structural barriers such as federalism, interest group politics, and the
deep-rooted ideological divides that hinder meaningful progress in gun control. By doing so, the review aims to offer
insights into how coalition-building efforts might transcend polarization and foster bipartisan support for effective gun
legislation.

1.4 Organization of the Paper

This paper is organized into seven sections. The introduction provides a comprehensive overview of gun violence in the
United States, emphasizing the influence of political polarization on the gun control debate. The second section delves
into the role of advocacy coalitions, exploring the contributions of grassroots movements and interest groups in
advancing gun control initiatives. Section three presents case studies of successful advocacy networks, analyzing their
strategies and legislative impact. The fourth section identifies the structural barriers, including political polarization
and federalism that obstruct gun control reform. Section five focuses on the influence of lobbyists, comparing the efforts
of pro-gun and gun control lobbyists in shaping policy outcomes. In the sixth section, the paper explores how coalition-
building can overcome ideological divides, emphasizing bipartisan collaboration. The final section offers policy
recommendations aimed at strengthening advocacy networks and crafting effective legislation to reduce gun violence.
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2 Advocacy Coalitions in the U.S. Gun Control Debate

2.1 Grassroots Movements and their Role

Grassroots movements have played a pivotal role in advancing gun control efforts in the United States, often driving
public discourse and policy change from the ground up. These movements, typically formed in response to high-profile
mass shootings, mobilize ordinary citizens to advocate for stricter gun laws, utilizing social media and community
organizing to build widespread support as presented in Table 2 (Skocpol & Hertel-Fernandez, 2016). By empowering
local communities and amplifying their voices, grassroots organizations can exert significant pressure on lawmakers to
introduce gun control legislation (Aboi, 2024). The effectiveness of these movements lies in their ability to personalize
the issue of gun violence, making it relatable to individuals across political spectrums. This has been evident in
movements such as "March for Our Lives," which galvanized national attention and resulted in increased legislative
activity in certain states (Enyejo, et at., 2024). Grassroots advocacy remains a crucial force in challenging entrenched
political resistance and shaping the gun control debate (Ibokette et al., 2024).

Table 2 Grassroots Movements and Their Role Summary

Aspect Description Role Examples
Definition  of | Grassroots movements are citizen- | Mobilizing citizens at the local | Movements sparked by
Grassroots led initiatives aimed at advocating | level to create widespread | incidents such as the
Movements for policy change from the bottom- | support for stricter gun | Parkland school shooting.
up control laws.
Key Players Key players include local | Engaging stakeholders from | Moms Demand Action,
community members, survivors of | diverse backgrounds to unify | March for Our Lives.
gun violence, and advocacy | efforts toward common
organizations like Moms Demand | legislative goals.
Action
Impact on | These movements amplify public | Utilizing public | Increased legislative
Policy pressure, influence public opinion, | demonstrations, media | activity in states like
and often lead to policy proposals | campaigns, and direct | California following major
being introduced at the state and | lobbying to create policy | demonstrations.
local levels. momentum.
Challenges Grassroots ~ movements  face | Overcoming resource | Use of social media to
Faced challenges such as limited financial | limitations by forming | mobilize resources and
resources and opposition from | coalitions and leveraging | supporters despite limited
well-funded  pro-gun interest | social media for broader | funds.
groups. outreach.
2.2 Interest Groups and Political Lobbyists

Interest groups and political lobbyists hold considerable sway in shaping U.S. gun control policies, often tipping the
balance in favor of or against legislative proposals. Organizations like the National Rifle Association (NRA) utilize
extensive lobbying efforts, strategic funding, and political endorsements to exert influence on lawmakers and prevent
the passage of restrictive gun laws (Smith-Walter, et al.,, 2016). These groups leverage their financial resources and
political connections to mobilize public opinion and policymakers, framing gun control as a constitutional issue.
Simultaneously, gun control advocacy groups, though less financially powerful, employ targeted lobbying to advocate
for reforms, emphasizing public safety and the need for stricter regulations (Mettler & Koch, 2012). The influence of
these competing interest groups is a defining factor in the gun control debate, shaping both legislative outcomes and
public perceptions (Ayoola, et al.,, 2024).

2.3 Coalition-Building Strategies

Coalition-building is a critical strategy employed by both gun control advocates and opponents to maximize their
influence on policy outcomes (Idoko et al.,, 2024). By aligning with other advocacy groups, organizations can pool
resources, broaden their support base, and exert more substantial pressure on legislators. For instance, gun control
coalitions often unite diverse groups such as public health advocates, survivors of gun violence, and law enforcement
officials to create a unified front that transcends traditional political boundaries (Haider-Markel & Joslyn, 2001). These
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coalitions aim to amplify their collective voice, making it harder for policymakers to ignore their demands. Strategic
alliances also help advocacy groups overcome resource limitations by sharing expertise, mobilizing grassroots support,
and coordinating lobbying efforts as shown in Figure 1 (ljiga et al., 2024). This collaborative approach has proven
effective in advancing gun control initiatives, despite the significant opposition from pro-gun interest groups (Mugo, et
al,, 2024).

Figure 1 Coalition-Building in Action: Gun Control Advocates Rally at the U.S. Capitol. (Noah & Lalee, 2022)

Figure 1 shows a large group of demonstrators from the Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America rallying outside
the U.S. Capitol. This scene is a prime example of coalition-building strategies in action. Moms Demand Action, in
collaboration with other advocacy groups, unites a diverse array of participants, including public health advocates,
survivors of gun violence, and concerned citizens, to push for stricter gun control measures. This coalition demonstrates
how pooling resources and mobilizing grassroots support can apply significant pressure on legislators to take action.
The participants hold signs advocating for gun law reforms, emphasizing that such coalitions transcend traditional
political boundaries. By aligning their collective voice, these advocacy groups increase their visibility and make it harder
for policymakers to ignore their demands. This strategic alliance allows gun control coalitions to effectively challenge
opposition from pro-gun interest groups and work toward policy change.

3 Case Studies of Successful Gun Control Advocacy

3.1 The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence is one of the most notable and long-standing advocacy organizations in
the U.S. dedicated to gun control reform. The organization’s strategy revolves around leveraging high-profile cases of
gun violence to frame the debate in favor of stricter regulations (Spitzer, 2018). By mobilizing public opinion through
media campaigns and legal action, the Brady Campaign has successfully influenced legislative processes, including
background check laws and restrictions on assault weapons (Goss, 2013). Its advocacy efforts highlight the
organization’s ability to build alliances with policymakers and community groups, thus amplifying its impact. The Brady
Campaign’s success underscores the importance of sustained advocacy and strategic coalition-building in advancing
gun control legislation, despite opposition from well-funded pro-gun organizations (Godwins, et al., 2024).

3.2 March for Our Lives Movement

The "March for Our Lives" movement, spearheaded by survivors of the 2018 Parkland shooting, marked a significant
moment in the gun control debate by galvanizing national youth-led advocacy as shown in Figure 2 (Parker etal., 2017).
The movement's success in raising public awareness and pushing for legislative reforms stemmed from its ability to
harness the power of social media and public demonstrations to mobilize mass participation (Skinner-Osei, etal., 2019).
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Unlike traditional gun control organizations, March for Our Lives drew its strength from its grassroots origins and
youth-driven narrative, allowing it to challenge political inaction with a fresh perspective (ljiga et al., 2024). This
movement played a pivotal role in shaping public discourse, contributing to the passing of gun reform laws in several
states, particularly around background checks and firearm safety measures (Abdallah et al., 2024).

Figure 2 Youth Empowerment in Action: The March for Our Lives Movement, (IBW21, 2018)

Figure 2 depicts two young participants from the March for Our Lives movement, standing with raised fists and wearing
blue hoodies with the movement's logo. Their mouths are covered, symbolizing how youth voices are often silenced in
political discussions. This scene powerfully represents the youth-led advocacy central to the March for Our Lives
movement, which emerged after the 2018 Parkland shooting. As discussed in section 3.2, the movement successfully
leveraged social media and public demonstrations to galvanize widespread support, challenging political inaction on
gun control. The grassroots, youth-driven nature of the movement helped it stand out from traditional gun control
organizations, providing fresh perspectives that resonated with a younger audience. Through its actions, March for Our
Lives played a pivotal role in passing gun reform laws in several states, particularly on issues such as background checks
and firearm safety measures.

3.3 Lessons from Other Advocacy Networks

Table 3 Lessons from Other Advocacy Networks

Aspect Description Role Examples

Historical Movements like the U.S. women's | Provide a framework for | U.S. women's jury rights

Precedents jury rights campaigns serve as | modern advocacy groups to | campaigns, civil rights
historical precedents. follow. movements.

Advocacy These movements framed their | Highlight the importance of | Framing around

Strategies arguments around democratic | strategic framing to influence | democratic values and
ideals to gain public and legislative | public opinion and | broader societal benefits.
support. policymakers.

Challenges Advocacy networks overcame | Demonstrate the ability to | Building coalitions to push

Overcome significant opposition by aligning | counteract well-funded | for legislative changes
their goals with broader cultural | opposition through coalition- | despite opposition.
values. building and public

engagement.

Relevance to | The success of these movements | Offer lessons in framing gun | Gun control advocates can

Gun Control | demonstrates that gun control | control asabipartisanissuethat | adopt flexible framing
advocacy can benefit from similar
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addresses both public safety
and rights.

strategies, public

safety

emphasizing strategies to appeal to

diverse audiences.

Advocacy networks outside the gun control sphere offer valuable lessons in navigating political landscapes and shaping
public discourse. Movements like the U.S. women's jury rights campaigns effectively framed their arguments to resonate
with broader democratic ideals, securing legislative victories despite significant opposition as presented in Table 3
(McCammon et al.,, 2007). The success of these movements underscores the importance of crafting messages that align
with prevailing cultural and political values to maximize public support. Similarly, gun control advocates can benefit
from adopting flexible framing strategies that appeal to both safety and constitutional rights, fostering a more inclusive
dialogue (Enyejo, et al., 2024). These historical precedents demonstrate that sustained advocacy, coupled with strategic
framing, can overcome entrenched opposition, offering vital insights for modern coalitions aiming to influence gun
control policies (Ibokette, et al., 2024).

4  Structural Barriers to Gun Control Legislation

4.1 Political Polarization and Its Impact on Policy

Political polarization plays a significant role in shaping U.S. gun control policies, creating a landscape where ideological
divides often stall legislative progress. This polarization is particularly evident in the stark contrasts between
Republican and Democratic lawmakers, with Republicans generally favoring minimal restrictions on gun ownership
and Democrats advocating for stricter regulations (Abramowitz & Saunders, 2008). The resulting gridlock has led to
fragmented policy approaches at the state level, where some states enact comprehensive gun control measures while
others maintain permissive laws as presented in Table 4 (Igba et al., 2024). Polarization also limits the possibility of
bipartisan compromise, as the issue of gun control is framed not only as a matter of public safety but also as a cultural
battle over constitutional rights. This deep ideological divide continues to hinder federal efforts to pass meaningful and
uniform gun control legislation across the country (ljiga, et al., 2024)

Table 4 Summary of Political Polarization and Its Impact on Policy

Aspect Description Role Examples
Political Conservatives  prioritize  Second | Shapes the debate around gun | Republican Vs.
Ideologies Amendment rights, while liberals push | control, with conservatives | Democrat views on
for stricter gun control laws. resisting changes and liberals | gun  rights and
advocating for reform. regulation.
Polarization Polarization deepens the divide, | Hampers efforts to build | Legislative gridlock
Effects creating gridlock and limiting the | consensus, making it difficult to | in Congress on major
ability to pass comprehensive gun | address gun violence through | gun control bills.
control reforms. federal legislation.
Legislative Policy outcomes often reflect these | Results in fragmented policies | State-level
Impact ideological divides, with gun control | that vary across states, | variations in gun
measures stalling at the federal level. complicating nationwide | laws, such as
enforcement of gun laws. California vs. Texas.
Strategies to | Advocates can overcome polarization | Provides pathways to finding | Bipartisan support
Overcome by framing gun control around public | common ground and moving | for background
Polarization safety, identifying bipartisan support, | forward with targeted reforms, | checks in specific
and emphasizing shared goals. like background checks. states.
4.2 The Role of Federalism in Gun Control

Federalism further complicates gun control legislation in the U.S. by allowing states significant autonomy in crafting
their own laws, often resulting in a patchwork of regulations that vary widely across the country as shown in Figure 3.
Some states, like California, have implemented stringent firearm regulations, while others, such as Texas, maintain more
permissive laws (Blocher, 2013). This fragmentation creates challenges for enforcing gun control uniformly and
exacerbates issues related to gun trafficking, as firearms from states with lax regulations often flow into states with
stricter laws (Idoko, et al., 2024). Federalism, by design, enables states to act as “laboratories of democracy,” but in the
context of gun control, this system has also impeded the development of cohesive, nationwide policies. The divergent
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approaches to firearm regulation across states illustrate the limitations federalism imposes on creating comprehensive
gun control reforms (Ijiga, et al., 2024).

Figure 3 The Intersection of Gun Laws and Federal Authority in the U.S. (Alex, 2023)

Figure 3 shows a gun placed next to a judge’s gavel and bullets, symbolizing the intersection between firearms and legal
authority in the United States. This depiction aligns with, "The Role of Federalism in Gun Control." Federalism allows
individual states the autonomy to craft their own gun laws, leading to a fragmented legal landscape where regulations
differ significantly from state to state. States like California may impose stringent regulations, while others, such as
Texas, adopt more permissive policies. This patchwork of laws creates enforcement challenges, especially regarding
gun trafficking, as firearms easily cross state lines from areas with lax regulations into those with stricter ones. Although
federalism enables states to experiment with policies as "laboratories of democracy," it also hinders the development
of cohesive national gun control laws, further complicating efforts to address gun violence comprehensively.

4.3 Interest Group Politics

Interest group politics have a profound impact on the gun control debate in the United States, with well-funded and
politically connected organizations exerting considerable influence over legislative outcomes. Groups like the National
Rifle Association (NRA) have long shaped gun policy by lobbying lawmakers, mobilizing grassroots support, and framing
the debate around constitutional rights (Paley, & Tsvetkova, 2021). These groups capitalize on their financial resources
and deep political networks to resist gun control legislation, often outmatching the efforts of gun control advocates who
lack comparable financial backing. Interest groups can also create political pressure by leveraging public opinion,
shaping narratives that portray gun control as an infringement on personal freedoms (Mugo, et al, 2024). The
dominance of these interest groups in shaping policy underscores the challenges faced by gun control advocates, who
must navigate a political landscape heavily influenced by organized, well-funded opposition (Idoko, et al, 2024).

5 The Role of Lobbyists in Shaping Gun Control Policy

5.1 Influence of Pro-Gun Lobbyists

Pro-gun lobbyists, particularly those associated with the National Rifle Association (NRA), wield considerable influence
in shaping U.S. gun policy. By framing gun ownership as a fundamental constitutional right, lobbyists successfully create
a political narrative that positions gun control as a threat to personal freedom (Melzer, 2009). Through financial
contributions, endorsements, and political pressure, the NRA and its affiliates have shaped both public opinion and
legislative outcomes, often blocking or weakening gun control measures as show in Figure 4 (Enns & Wohlfarth, 2013).
This influence is amplified by the NRA’s ability to mobilize its large membership base, creating a robust political force
capable of swaying elections and maintaining strong ties with conservative lawmakers (Adu-Twum, et al., 2024). The
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success of pro-gun lobbyists demonstrates the power of well-funded, organized interest groups in driving policy, even
in the face of growing public demand for gun control reform (Idoko et al., 2024).

Figure 4 portrays a booth at an event hosted by the Friends of NRA, a prominent affiliate of the National Rifle Association
(NRA). This visual exemplifies the influence pro-gun lobbyists, particularly those associated with the NRA, have in
shaping U.S. gun policy. The NRA is known for framing gun ownership as a constitutional right, creating a narrative that
positions gun control measures as threats to personal freedom. Through financial contributions, endorsements, and
substantial political pressure, the NRA has been instrumental in shaping both public opinion and legislative outcomes,
often weakening or blocking gun control measures. This power is further magnified by the NRA's large membership
base, which it mobilizes to influence elections and maintain strong connections with conservative lawmakers. The
success of pro-gun lobbyists highlights how well-organized and well-funded interest groups can drive policy, even
against increasing public demand for gun control reform.

e % LIV

> N M Ax AR

Figure 4 The NRA's Influence on U.S. Gun Policy (The Guardian, 2023)

5.2 Counter-Lobbying by Gun Control Advocates

Gun control advocacy groups, though often less financially powerful than pro-gun organizations, have increasingly
mobilized to counter the influence of pro-gun lobbyists. By focusing on public safety and the human cost of gun violence,
groups like Everytown for Gun Safety and the Brady Campaign seek to frame gun control as a moral imperative
(Baumgartner et al,, 2009). These organizations employ targeted lobbying efforts, grassroots mobilization, and public
campaigns to advocate for stricter regulations such as universal background checks and assault weapon bans. While
their financial resources may be limited compared to pro-gun lobbyists, gun control advocates often gain traction by
appealing to growing public concern over mass shootings and firearm-related deaths (Ijiga, et al.,, 2024). Despite facing
substantial political opposition, these groups continue to influence policy debates and legislative initiatives, particularly
at the state level, where gun control reforms have been more successful (Owolabi, et al., 2024).

5.3 Legislative Outcomes from Lobbying Efforts

The impact of lobbying efforts on gun control legislation is evident in the contrasting success rates of pro-gun and gun
control advocates. Pro-gun lobbyists, backed by powerful organizations like the NRA, have consistently succeeded in
blocking or diluting gun control measures through aggressive lobbying and political contributions as presented in Table
5 (Spitzer, 2020). Conversely, gun control advocates, though gaining public support, have faced challenges in advancing
significant reforms due to resource limitations and the entrenched influence of pro-gun interests (Schuman etal., 2017).
Legislative outcomes often reflect this imbalance, with pro-gun lobbyists achieving more substantial victories,
especially at the federal level. However, state-level successes by gun control groups, such as the implementation of
stricter background check laws, demonstrate that lobbying on both sides remains a critical factor in shaping U.S. gun
policies (Oloba, et al., 2024).
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Table 5 Summary of Legislative Outcomes from Lobbying Efforts

Aspect Description Role Examples

Pro-Gun Pro-gun lobbyists, led by the NRA, | Shape legislative outcomes by | NRA's  influence in

Lobbying often block or dilute gun control | leveraging strong ties with | blocking background

Success measures  through financial | conservative lawmakers and | check expansions and
influence and political pressure. mobilizing large member bases. assault weapon bans.

Gun Control | Gun control advocates face | Gun control advocates continue to | Everytown for  Gun

Lobbying difficulties in advancing significant | push for reforms but face | Safety and the Brady

Challenges reforms due to limited financial | substantial opposition in Congress | Campaign's limited
backing and opposition from pro- | and from well-funded pro-gun | successes at the federal
gun groups. lobbies. level.

Legislative Pro-gun groups have achieved | Reflectthe influence oflobbyingin | Federal inaction on

Outcomes legislative victories by weakening | the persistence of weak gun | universal background
or preventing the passage of | control laws at the federal level. checks despite strong
stricter regulations, especially at public support.
the federal level.

Impact on | This dynamic has resulted in | Demonstrates the significant | States like California

Policy fragmented gun laws across states, | impact of lobbying on U.S. gun | with stricter laws, versus
with limited progress on national | policy, contributing to the | permissive states like
gun control legislation. patchwork of state regulations. Texas.

6 Overcoming Polarization through Coalition-Building

6.1

Bridging Ideological Divides

Bridging ideological divides is essential for fostering bipartisan support on gun control legislation, a challenging task
given the deep-rooted polarization in American politics. Advocacy groups have sought to navigate this divide by framing
gun control as a public safety issue rather than a partisan battle, an approach that can resonate with moderate
lawmakers from both sides (Kousser & Phillips, 2012). By identifying common ground, such as support for measures
like universal background checks, which enjoy broad public approval, coalitions have the potential to appeal to
legislators who might otherwise resist comprehensive reforms (Awotiwon, et al,, 2024). Effective framing strategies
that emphasize community safety and constitutional rights, rather than restrictive government oversight, can help
create a more inclusive discourse. Bridging these ideological gaps is crucial to overcoming legislative gridlock and
advancing meaningful gun control policies that address both public safety and individual rights (Igba et al., 2024).

6.2

Building Resilient and Effective Advocacy Networks

Table 6 Building Resilient and Effective Advocacy Networks Summary

Aspect Description Role Examples
Resource Effective advocacy networks rely on | Mobilize various resources | Consistent fundraising
Mobilization financial backing, public support, and | to support advocacy | campaigns, leveraging
professional expertise to mobilize | campaigns and  exert | grassroots support.
resources. influence over
policymakers.
Stakeholder Involves engaging diverse stakeholders | Build strong coalitions by | Coalitions of victims'
Involvement such as public health advocates, victims | uniting stakeholders with | families, community
of gun violence, and community | shared goals to create a | leaders, and public
members. unified advocacy front. health experts.
Sustaining Long-term campaigns are sustained | Maintain advocacy | Successful campaigns
Long-Term through consistent fundraising, | momentum over time by | like 'March for Our
Campaigns professionalization, and adapting to | ensuring consistentsupport | Lives' maintaining
political climates.
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and adjusting strategies as | momentum through

needed. adaptability.
Challenges and | Advocates face resource limitations and | Overcome financial and | Using social media
Solutions opposition from well-funded pro-gun | organizational limitations | platforms to reach
groups, but overcome these by | through innovative | larger audiences and
leveraging social media and forming | approaches and | offset resource

strategic alliances. collaborative efforts limitations.

Building resilient and effective advocacy networks requires the mobilization of diverse resources, including financial
backing, public support, and professional expertise. Successful networks rely on both grassroots participation and
institutional partnerships to sustain long-term campaigns as presented in Table 6 (Heaney & Rojas, 2014). By
integrating multiple forms of activism, gun control coalitions can draw on the strengths of various stakeholders, from
public health advocates to victims of gun violence. Additionally, resource mobilization strategies, such as
professionalizing advocacy efforts and engaging in consistent fundraising, enhance the durability and reach of these
networks (Andrews & Edwards, 2005). Effective advocacy groups must also adapt to changing political climates,
adjusting their strategies to meet new challenges. These resilient networks are better positioned to withstand
opposition from well-funded pro-gun groups and maintain pressure on lawmakers, even in a polarized environment,
ultimately increasing the likelihood of legislative success (Atache et al. 2024).

6.3 Examples of Successful Bipartisan Gun Legislation

Despite the polarization surrounding gun control, there have been instances of successful bipartisan legislation,
primarily when advocates frame the issue around public safety and individual responsibility. For example, the passage
of the 2018 "Fix NICS Act" saw bipartisan support by addressing gaps in the national background check system without
infringing on Second Amendment rights as shown in Figure 5 (DeFoster, & Swalve, 2018). By focusing on shared goals
such as improving background checks and preventing firearms from reaching individuals with a criminal history or
mental health concerns, legislators were able to collaborate across party lines. The success of such legislation
underscores the importance of framing gun control in ways that appeal to both public safety advocates and
constitutional rights defenders, creating pathways for meaningful reform in an otherwise divided political landscape
(Ijiga et al., 2024).

100 Examples of Successful Bipartisan Gun Legislation
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Figure 5 Examples of Successful Bipartisan Gun Legislation

Figure 5 illustrates the bipartisan support for various gun legislation efforts in the United States. The Fix NICS Act
garnered the highest level of bipartisan support at 80%, focusing on improving background check systems. Background
checks for gun purchases received significant support at 65%, followed by mental health and gun safety measures at
70%. Red flag laws, which allow temporary removal of firearms from individuals deemed a danger to themselves or
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others, received 55% support. This Figure reflects how different legislative initiatives have succeeded in garnering
bipartisan backing, providing insight into the areas where gun control reforms have been more effective in overcoming
political divisions.

7 Policy Recommendations and Conclusion

7.1 Strengthening Advocacy Networks

To effectively combat gun violence, advocacy networks must be strengthened through the strategic integration of
grassroots movements, public health advocates, and political lobbying. These coalitions must focus on expanding their
reach by increasing public engagement and leveraging social media platforms to mobilize diverse demographics.
Furthermore, creating partnerships with organizations that have complementary goals, such as public safety, can
amplify the effectiveness of these networks. Advocacy groups should also invest in professionalizing their operations,
ensuring consistent funding streams, and building long-term strategies to maintain momentum even when political
climates shift. The ability to adapt and sustain pressure on lawmakers will be critical in overcoming opposition from
pro-gun interest groups.

7.2 Crafting Effective Gun Legislation in a Polarized Context

In a highly polarized political environment, crafting effective gun legislation requires focusing on issues that can bridge
ideological divides. Framing gun control initiatives around public safety, background checks, and firearm accountability
can gain broader bipartisan support. Successful legislation, such as the "Fix NICS Act," demonstrates that emphasizing
shared values—such as keeping guns out of the hands of dangerous individuals—while respecting constitutional rights
can lead to legislative victories. Advocacy efforts should focus on drafting laws that address common concerns, such as
mental health and background checks, to foster consensus among both conservative and liberal lawmakers.

7.3  Future Directions for Gun Control Advocacy

The future of gun control advocacy must involve a comprehensive approach that addresses both immediate legislative
goals and long-term cultural change. Advocacy networks should prioritize building relationships with key policymakers
and forming cross-party alliances that transcend the traditional pro- and anti-gun divide. In addition, educational
campaigns aimed at reshaping public perceptions around the dangers of gun violence are essential. Strengthening
advocacy efforts will require continuous public engagement, leveraging new technologies, and investing in research
that highlights the social and economic impacts of gun violence. The inclusion of youth-led movements, like "March for
Our Lives," will be vital to sustain momentum.

8 Conclusion

The gun control debate in the U.S. remains deeply entrenched in political and cultural divides, making progress difficult
but not impossible. Advocacy networks and lobbyists continue to play a central role in shaping the legislative landscape,
while coalition-building efforts offer a path toward overcoming polarization. By adopting inclusive framing strategies
and focusing on common ground, such as public safety, gun control advocates can help drive meaningful policy change.
Strengthening networks, focusing on bipartisan legislation, and engaging the public through sustained campaigns will
be crucial to advancing the cause of gun control in a politically fractured environment.
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